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Immigration Policies Rural Leaders Can Advocate

Keeping the immigrants already in rural areas
● Work with those without legal status or with temporary protections to look for any legal status 

options, including making an asylum claim
● Advocate alongside business organizations in requesting Congress and the administration to 

retain work permits for temporarily protected individuals such as paroled immigrants, TPS 
holders, DACA recipients, and asylum seekers 

● Advocate to congress for legalization of undocumented immigrants

● Become a more welcoming community through building trust-based relationships

Attracting new immigrants 
● Offer incentives to attract immigrants living elsewhere in the U.S., including affordable 

housing availability, job opportunities, and positive welcome to newly arriving immigrants
● Become strong advocates for existing immigration programs like refugee resettlement, H2A-

H2B programs
● Lobby Congress to adopt new immigration visa programs that impact rural communities, 

including expansion of H2A-H2B visa programs, a Heartland-Regional visa that offers 

residency to immigrants to specifically settle in rural areas
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