
COVID-19 Economic Impacts on 
Agriculture & Rural Areas 
CSG East Zoom Presentation

Stephan J. Goetz, Ph.D.

Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development 

and Penn State University

Contact: sgoetz@psu.edu

May 22, 2020

Funding under USDA NIFA grant no. 2018-51150-28696 among others is gratefully acknowledged



Outline

• Trends in cases and fatalities by rural/urban status

• Short term economic fallout

• Agriculture and food processing

• NERCRD and RRDC Resources
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Initial change in consumer spending, COVID-19 pandemic

https://tracktherecovery.org
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COVID-19 Cases per 100,000 and Number of Farms



County-level COVID-19 Case Rates and Number of Farms with Agritourism (left) and 
Direct to Consumer Sales (right)



County-level COVID-19 Case Rates and Number of Animal (except Poultry) 
Slaughtering Establishments (left) and Employees (right)

Many small establishments with few employees in the New York City area 



County-level COVID-19 Case Rates and Number of Meat Processing from Carcasses Establishments (left) 
and Employees (right)

A few large establishments with many employees in the New York City area 



COVID-19 and Vegetables production



Additional resources

•nercrd.psu.edu

•rrdc.info

•Contact: sgoetz@psu.edu


