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Overview

1 Public Attitudes

2 Public Policy

3 Communicating Climate Policy
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Public Attitudes

Americans are increasingly concerned about climate change
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Public Attitudes

Americans are increasingly concerned about climate change
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Public Attitudes

Americans increasingly think the government should
prioritize climate change
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Public Attitudes

Americans are prioritizing climate change in their voting
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Public Attitudes

Americans support policy to address climate change
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Public Attitudes

Public opinion matters to legislators (you)

Hertel-Fernandez, Mildenberger, and Stokes 2019
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Public Policy

Representatives underestimate support for climate policy

Hertel-Fernandez, Mildenberger, and Stokes 2019
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Public Policy

This isn’t because legislators are responding to co-partisans

Hertel-Fernandez, Mildenberger, and Stokes 2019
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Public Policy

The mismatch is reflected in legislative voting

Democrats Republicans
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Public Policy

We have local-level estimates of public opinion
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Public Policy

We have local-level estimates of public opinion
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Communicating Climate Policy

Economic framing influences public views

Stokes and Warshaw 2017
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Communicating Climate Policy

The public supports a comprehensive approach

68 18 14

0% 50% 100%

Climate, social, and economic issues together Climate change alone Neither

Some members of Congress say that the best way for the U.S. to solve climate change is
to create government policies that focus on climate change alone. Others say that
climate change policies should be a part of a broader program that also addresses social
and economic issues such as jobs, education, and healthcare. Which of these two
general approaches do you prefer? (Bergquist, Mildenberger, and Stokes 2019)
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Communicating Climate Policy

Not all bundles are winners
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bipartisan
Democrats
Sponsor

$55 per month
$35 per month
$10 per month

Cost
$500 billion per year
$250 billion per year
$100 billion per year

Size
unionized clean energy jobs

retrain fossil fuel workers
job guarantee

no economic policy
Economic
free college

$15 minimum wage
health insurance

affordable housing
no social policy

Social
revenue neutral tax

tax and dividend
tax and invest
no carbon tax

Carbon

−0.3 0.0 0.3

Bergquist, Mildenberger, and Stokes 2019
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Communicating Climate Policy

Bipartisanship matters, particularly for Republicans
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Communicating Climate Policy

Thank you and questions

Parrish Bergquist
parrish.bergquist@yale.edu

climatecommunication.yale.edu
climatechange@yale.edu
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Supplementary Slides

Differences by activism levels
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